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Introduction
When the National Planning Committee
(NPC) was
searching
for a theme for CLAY 2018, we
Thunder
Bay,
ON
At the font:

discussed many possibilities. In those conversations, we heard stories from people about joy,
brokenness, laughter, pain and healing, about tears, our faith and even loss. When we considered
all of these individual stories, we realized that they were all so unique, but God honours each of
our voices and each of our stories with mercy, grace and love.

The Bible
is God’s story and Jesus is our link to it. Christ calls us, with our own stories, and invites
The Great Weaver be with you
all!
us to be a part of God’s story, and in doing so we help continue God’s story beyond the Bible—
And also with you!
in our own words and actions today and tomorrow. As children of God, we are threads that when
woven together make this wonderful world come alive with texture and colour and warmth.

A reading from the Psalms:So let us look closely at God’s story and at our own. Our hope for CLAY 2018 is that we can all
come together from across Canada, to discern our own stories and to offer a piece of
Let the sea roar, and alltruly
that
fills it,
ourselves to create a tapestry of life called threads in Thunder Bay.
The world, and all who live in it.
We invite you to explore your thoughts and feelings around the theme, threads. Feel free to do
Let the rivers clap theirithands
as one study or break into small groups around each of the three study sessions so that everyone has an opportunity to participate and contribute. It works great as a time to prepare your
And let the hills ring out
joytravelbefore
LORD.
homewith
team as you
to Thunderthe
Bay, Ontario!
Do whatever works best for your group and
adapt it for your own context in your geography, demographic or community. We are SO excited

to meet everyone at CLAY 2018 in August! Enjoy your time preparing for this fantastic event, safe
Through baptism we are joined
to Jesus.
travels as you come to join us in Thunder Bay and we’ll see you when you get there!
The waters of baptism cover us with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
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Let’s give thanks to God:
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Begin to pour water into the font, or dip hand into the water.
For water that cools and refreshes us, 				
For water that quenches our thirst,				
For rains that help plants to grow… 			
We are thankful, God.				
For Lake Superior, for the Kaministiquia River,
For Kakabeka Falls,			
We are thankful, God.
For the gift of our baptism,						
For knitting us together in your image,
For naming us as your children,
We are thankful, God.
For our parents and our godparents
For our grandparents and our ancestors,
For stirring up your Spirit in us,				
We are thankful, God.
Loving God, Weaver of this majestic tapestry, we raise our thanks to you,
For weaving into our lives the pattern of your Son, Jesus Christ.
Pour out your Spirit upon us here in this place.
And remind us of who we are: your children, your beloved children!
Amen.

