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Introduction
When the National Planning Committee
(NPC) was
searching
for a theme for CLAY 2018, we
Thunder
Bay,
ON
discussed many possibilities. In those conversations, we heard stories from people about joy,
brokenness, laughter, pain and healing, about tears, our faith and even loss. When we considered
all of these individual stories, we realized that they were all so unique, but God honours each of
our voices and each of our stories with mercy, grace and love.

Great Thanksgiving
The drama team leads this.

The Bible is God’s story and Jesus is our link to it. Christ calls us, with our own stories, and invites
us to be a part of God’s story, and in doing so we help continue God’s story beyond the Bible—
in our own words and actions today and tomorrow. As children of God, we are threads that when
woven together make this wonderful world come alive with texture and colour and warmth.

The Lord be with you
And also with you
So let us look closely at God’s story and at our own. Our hope for CLAY 2018 is that we can all
Lift up your hearts
truly come together from across Canada, to discern our own stories and to offer a piece of
ourselves to create a tapestry of life called threads in Thunder Bay.
We lift them to the Lord.
We invite
you our
to explore
your thoughts and feelings around the theme, threads. Feel free to do
Let us give thanks to the
Lord
God.
it as one study or break into small groups around each of the three study sessions so that everyone has an opportunity
to participate and contribute. It works great as a time to prepare your
It is right to give our thanks
and praise!

Preface

home team as you travel to Thunder Bay, Ontario! Do whatever works best for your group and
adapt it for your own context in your geography, demographic or community. We are SO excited
to meet everyone at CLAY 2018 in August! Enjoy your time preparing for this fantastic event, safe
travels as you come to join us in Thunder Bay and we’ll see you when you get there!

The presiding minister continues with these words:

— 2018 NPC —

Yes it is right, O God, to thank you, and to praise you.
We should thank you and praise you, and we are
- Page 1 excited to thank you and praise you O God, here at CLAY, and always. With our hearts and our voices,
and our singing and our dancing we thank you through your Son, Jesus, who became human, just like
us, so that we might know you. And so we sing to you with all our hearts, joining the whole creation in
heaven and on earth in praising your name:

Sanctus

The band leads this song:
“You are holy” (#525, Evangelical Lutheran Worship)

Eucharistic Prayer

The presiding minister continues:
O Great Weaver,
You take our threads, the stories of our lives,
And the story of every creature on this planet,
And you weave them into one amazing and mysterious tapestry.
You knit each one of us in the womb.
We praise you, for we are fearfully and wonderfully made.
You sent Jesus to show your love to each one of us.
He hung out with those of us who were rejected and unpopular.
He healed those of us who had physical and mental illnesses.
He lifted up those of us with disabilities.
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He spoke out against those who wanted to keep us in chains.
He died for us, but even death could not keep him down.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying, “This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Remembering Jesus’ love for us, we lift our voices and say:
Christ has died!
Christ is risen!
Christ will come again!
Jesus, be here with us as we share your body and blood.
Come, Lord Jesus!
Holy Spirit, fill us as we share this bread and wine.
Come, Holy Spirit!
May the universe sing your praise, Creator, Saviour, Spirit, now, and forever.
Amen!

The Lord’s Prayer

Let’s pray the way Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation

Taste and see that God is awesome!
Thanks be to God!

Post-Eucharistic Blessing

May Jesus’ body and blood give you strength and keep you in grace.
Amen.

Post-Eucharistic Prayer
Let us pray.

Thank you God for this amazing and mysterious meal. By your Spirit, give us energy and courage to
share your love with everyone we meet. In Jesus name,
Amen.
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